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This months Wanker of the Month is Michael 
Buerk, the former BBC 1 newsreader. This old-fash- 
ioned chauvinist said in an interview in the Radio 
Times magazine, that it’s a “woman’s world” and 
men will soon be reduced to little more than “sperm 
donors”. 

He believes that women’s values are now consid- 
ered superior to men’s values and that women have 
too much influence in the workforce although he 
doesn’t mention that women in full time work earn 
on average 80% of the average male earnings. The 
figure is 60% for those women in part-time work. | 
guess with figures like these the old “patriarchal” 
system does not seem to be crumbling. 

Even former colleges have said that this bigoted 
Neanderthal’s comments can only further discrimi- 
nate against women in the workplace. 

The BBC newsreader Anna Ford called him 
“bonkers” and said there was no hope for this old- 
time chauvinist. 

He also said “shift in the balance of power 
between the sexes” had gone to far. What a load of 
nonsense. Even a twenty second search on the 
Internet turned up some appalling figures. 

For example, globally, at least one in three 
women and girls had been beaten or sexually 
abused in her lifetime. In South Africa, it is estimat- 
ed, by the UN, that a woman is raped every 83 
seconds. 

There might be a few high flying women in the 
BBC in positions of authority, but in every sector of 
society it is men who predominately call the shots. 
Buerk must be from a different planet. 

If, as Buerk claims, women are now controlling 
“what we see, and what we hear”, then it’s rather 
ironic that channel 5 has given this misogynist 
dinosaur the chance to voice his sexist views with 
his own show “Don’t Get Me Started!” The show is 
intended to give some of the UK’s leading opinion- 
formers a chance to sound off on the issues they 
feel most strongly about. 

Great, that’s all we need. A whole TV series for 
idiots like Buerk to mouth off racist and sexist views. 
Don’t get us started!! 

To those readers who wish to tune in, we recom- 
mend keeping a paper bag nearby. 

Mr Buerk claims that powerful women are lower- 
ing his sperm-count, well so much the better for the 
gene pool. Michael, you club-toting, knuckle-drag- 
ging, raw-meat-eating, me-Tarzan-you-Janing blind 
blinkered bigot. 

You are the WANKER OF THE MONTH! 
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Editorial 





For young people summer is traditionally a 
time of crap TV, dull family holidays and 
intense boredom. Luckily for REVO we had 
plenty to do. The summer holidays started 
with the G8 demonstrations where thousands 
demonstrated against poverty, war and neo- 
liberalism. We went along as a militant, rev- 
olutionary anti capitalist group and argued for 
as well as carried out tactics aimed at shut- 


G8 prot 


On the morning of Wednesday the 6th of July, Revolution 
joined hundreds of other protestors who were queuing for the 
coaches that would take us to Gleneagles. We waited and wait- 
ed. No coaches arrived. We began getting reports through from 
the G8 Alternatives stewards that the Police had been stopping 
them and using any excuse to stop them travelling, calling them 
“unfit for the road”. After two hours one finally arrived and we 
began the journey. 

At II O'clock the news came on the radio, with the head- 
line stating that “Today’s march at Gleneagles has been can- 
celled.” Exclamations of disbelief were heard all around until the 
reporter quoted the head of the G8 Alternatives negotiation 
team as saying that the march would still be going ahead. The 
march clearly had not been cancelled but actually banned! This, 
coupled with the police interference with the coaches made it 
clear to us that we were not going to have an easy day. 

We finally made it through to Auchterader, where we were 
met by cheerful locals. Everyone assembled in a field and lis- 
tened to speakers, including Rosie Kane and George Galloway, 
who made stirring speeches, railing against the G8 and the 
underhand tactics of the police. 

The march then began and we carried our (in)famous 
Revolution flags and a large “Make Capitalism History” banner. 
We led chants of “Murder, War, Poverty and Hate, Shut Down G8’, 
‘Power to the Workers’, ‘Hoch die International Solidaritaet’ and 
‘One Solution, Revolution’, along with some made up especially 
for the day. 

Then the march slowed and finally stopped. Reports trickled 
down that people were getting crushed against the fence at the 
front and that we should not try to move further. Fortunately 
for us we had scouts at the front of the march who were able 
to let us know that these were nothing but lies, spread by the 
G8 Alternatives stewards! Very alternative! Armed with this infor- 
mation we began to move through the crowd to the front. We 
faced verbal abuse and physical assault from members of the 





ting down the G8 and politics aimed at bring- 
ing down global capitalism. 

After a few days spent in the charming city 
of Edinburgh and the idyllic Scottish country- 
side we returned to our towns and cities to be 
confronted by a climate of state repression, 
racism and a wave of backwards ideas pro- 
moted by the capitalist press. But increased 
repression led to increased resistance from 
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by Richard in Leicester 


Scottish Socialist Party. But we finally managed to get to the 
fence that prootected the G8. 

Some of the anarchists had already jumped over it but not 
thought to help others. So Revolution, taking the initiative kicked 
down the barbed wire fence and helped people over it. We 
streamed into the field, flags held high. At the other side, hun- 
dreds of riot police lined the fence in their vans and on foot. 
The Chinook helicopter and the normal police helicopter thun- 
dered overhead as we shouted for other comrades to follow. As 
we reached the fence we looked behind and there were hun- 
dreds of people marching behind us. 

To chants of “G8, Police State” hundreds of riot police stormed 
out from behind the fence. They were totally disorganised, run- 
ning instead of walking as they are supposed to. We backed 
away, then came back and repeated this a few more times. We 
then saw cavalry looping behind us on the right, along with 
more riot police from the left, flown over our heads by the 
Chinook. 

We quickly convened, agreed that the balance of forces was 
totally disproportinate and decided to pull out to avoid being 
penned in for perhaps hours, as some of us had experienced at 
Dungavel the day before. We took the flags off the sticks to 
avoid being stopped and calmly left the field. 

| am proud of what Revolution achieved that day. We estab- 
lished ourselves to a lot of people as a militant yet organised 
youth group who actually stayed true to our words of wanting 
to shut down the G8, unlike many of the other groups there. We 
have already gained new contacts and supporters from what we 
displayed that day and we should all feel proud of what we did. 

Next year Russia takes over the Presidency of the G8, in a 
time when Vladimir Putin is making the biggest wholescale 
attacks on Russian workers since the restoration of capitalism. 
Precise dates will be announced in the new year, but we'll see 
you on the streets of St Petersburg! 

For more reports see our website. 





those who faced it. In Leeds in particular fas- 
cist groups such as the BNP tried to capitalise 
on the bombings and racist attacks on individ- 
uals, hoses and shops increased. We have 
taken part in demonstrations and started organ- 
ising for self defence against attacks from the 
police and far right aiming to turn the offen- 
sive being launched against Asians into a 
counter offensive aiming to smash the fascists, 
disarm the police and defend people against 
racism whether its from the state or from scum 
like the BNP. 

One of the ways we’ve been fighting racism 
has been in our involvement in the campaign 
to protect the Sukula family from deportation 
from Bolton to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo as well as linking this to the wider 
question of the fight against all immigration 
controls. 

No summer holiday would be complete 
without the travel industry, and no holiday 
abroad could happen without airport staff. The 
beginning of August saw airline catering staff 
being sacked en masse by their employer for 
having a mass meeting. Over 600 were sacked 
by megaphone and were supported in an illegal 
strike by baggage handlers — illegal because 
Thatcher’s anti union laws made it unlawful 
for one worker to support another. 

So, what next? The problems of racism, war 
and exploitation won’t go away until we get rid 
of capitalism and capitalism won’t go away 
unless we organise against it. When people go 
back to their schools, colleges and universities 
there will be a lot of organising and building to 
do for the events and demonstrations coming 
up and the winning of movements and cam- 
paigns to the politics and tactics that can lead 
them to lasting victory: revolutionary socialism. 


The Suku 


The Democratic Republic of Congo has 
been torn apart by years of civil war which 
claimed over three million lives from the fight- 
ing and poverty connected with it. The east of 
the country is plagued by militias acting for 
one wing of the government or the other. On 
31 July a leading human rights activist was 
assassinated and police frequently attack anti 
government protestors. In short, not the kind 
of place that someone should be forced to live 
in. Yet for many of those who have fled the 
DRC, Britain’s asylum laws mean that living 
in conditions of poverty, persecution and cor- 
ruption is an inevitability. 

One group of people who have fled the 
DRC and are fighting back against the govern- 
ment’s racist immigration laws is the Sukula 
family from Bolton. On New Year’s Eve, 
2001, the family were forced to flee from 
Kinshasa, the capital of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), after Daniel’s 
mother, Ngiedi Lusukumu, was badly beaten 
by government militia and threatened with fur- 
ther violence. The militia were looking for her 
husband, who had already been forced to leave 
as a suspected opponent of the government. 
The beating inflicted on Ngiedi left her with 
permanent scars but, after coming to Britain to 


“Price-check on checkout six, Sandra, on 
Jump-jets.” You put your pound in the (very 
large) trolley and stroll down to the Chemical 
Warfare section, where you casually drop in a 
few tins of Agent Orange and Napalm. Around 
the corner, you notice the special offer Smith & 
Weston have on assault handguns, while the 
Israeli government have a couple of reps in 
store selling Desert Eagles cheap. 

Seems quite surreal, doesn't it? But, every 
two years, the Generals, Ministers of “Defense” 
and arms companies of the world gather at the 
ExCeL Centre in London's Docklands to set up 
their own supermarket of imperialism. Welcome 
to the world of DSEI. 

DSEI stands for Defense Systems and 
Equipment International, and does pretty much 
what It says on the tin. Funded with our tax 
money, through the “supporting partner’, our 
very own Ministry of Defense, arms are sold by 
multinational corporations, to various armies 
around the world. Remember the fighter jets 
sold to the Indonesian government to use 
against the Eastern Timorese people fighting for 
national liberation by the British government? 
The deal was done at DSEI. 

Every year, the British government spends bil- 
lions upon billions of pounds on “defence”. 
However the only ‘defence’ which is bought 
with that money Is the “defence” of the Iraq 
people against their right to a fair quality of life! 
Tony Blair has involved us in three major impe- 
rialist wars - the Balkans, Afghanistan, and Iraq; 
on top of operations in Africa and Northern 
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seek sanctuary, the family were told that their 
asylum claim was invalid. 

Never content with just causing one level of 
emotional trauma the government has decided 
to use Section 9 of the Asylum and 
Immigration Act which is being piloted in 
Manchester. The Act says that asylum seekers 
who have lost their claim should immediately 
have all state support withdrawn (something 
which leaves many asylum seekers 1n poverty, 
and which is combined with a high rate of 
refusal of claims) but adds on a ‘humanitarian’ 
basis that children shouldn’t have to face 
impoverishment and so they split the family 
up, putting the children into care and putting 
the parents out on to the streets. 

Although they are faced with persecution in 
the DRC and in the UK the Sukula family are 
still going strong in their fight and they have 
plenty of people backing them. Trade Unions, 
anti deportation campaigns and supporters 
from Bolton and across the country are taking 
part in fighting against their deportation. A 
national demonstration has been called for 
October | which REVO will be out in force 
for. 

The Sukula family aren’t an isolated case 
though. Asylum seekers have terrible stories of 





by Chris in London 
lreland. VWWhile ordinary people across the world 
suffer under the Jackboot of British imperialism 
(where it Is usually playing second fiddle to US 
imperialism) the fatcats in charge of the arms 
companies grow ever richer - and fatter - at the 
misery of millions across the world. 

The bosses, the ministers and the army 
bloodhounds who gather at DSEi don't care 
much for the value of human life. But the rest 
of us do, which is why there have been demon- 
strations against DSEI. In 2003, REVO as a part 
of the Disarm DSEi coalition, tried to shut 
down this conference of collateral damage. That 
year, together we had the Arms fair prepara- 
tions blockaded, trains and buses full of dele- 
gates were stopped, DSEi security was 
breached, arms companies’ offices were visited 
by day and night, there were blockades, street 
protests and many other actions. In total £4.5 
million spent on policing. 

This year REVOLUTION itn London will be a 
part of the Disarm DSEi coalition to shut down 
DSEI. On the | 1-12 September there will be a 
counter-conference to organise resistance to 
DSEI, the arms trade, and imperialism, while on 
the | 3th there will be a demonstration, starting 
at East Ham Central Park at | 2pm (nearest 
tube: East Ham). 

If you're interested in coming to the DSEI 
protests with REVOLUTION, then email lon- 
don@worldrevolution.org.uk - you can find out 
more about the mobilisations against DSEI 
online at www.dsel.org 
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by Josh in Manchester 





poverty, torture or oppression behind them and 
every asylum seeker has millions of pounds 
and miles of paperwork put into force against 
them by the British state to stop them being 
able to live in safety and comfort. The real 
tragedy of the asylum system is not the one 
that The Sun rants on about out but the one 
that is experienced by people who are impov- 
erished, imprisoned and suffer racist abuse 
because they try to claim asylum. If we are to 
end this tragedy we must fight for the abolition 
of all immigration controls. If money can 
cross borders so can people! 


REVOLUTION 3 


iim review: Moolade 


by Natalie in London 


“Moolade” is a powerful film set in a 
small village in southern Burkina Faso, 
West Africa, depicting the struggle 
against female genital mutilation led by 
one brave woman, Colle. It is set at the 
time when the horrific, painful and 
sometimes lethal ceremony known as 
the “PURIFICATION” is about to be per- 
formed on all girls aged four to nine in 
the village. In dread, two of the girls 
drown themselves in the well, and four 
others run into Colle’s compound. They 
seek her protection knowing that she 
refused for her own daughter to undergo 
this ceremony. The reason? Colle bears 
a scar all the way from her genitals to 
her waist where she had to be cut to 
allow her baby out as a result of this 
operation, and she does not wish her 
daughter to suffer as she did or, worse 
still, to die during childbirth as many 
other mutilated women do. 


To shelter the girls from harm Colle 
evokes a local notion of “MOOLADE” - 
“protection” - which means people are 
prevented from crossing a coloured rope 
she has set up around her compound. 
This provokes fury from the villagers, 
particularly the senior men, who insist 
that women are being led astray by out- 
side influences and set about burning all 
the radios they listen to. A merchant 
who defends Colle is then hunted out of 
the village and killed. But in the end, 
nearly all of the village women join 
together with Colle: they throw away the 
blades used to perform the operation 
and triumphantly announce that their 
girls will never again be mutilated in this 
Way. 


As well as being beautifully and origi- 
nally made, the film has important mes- 
sages, including the need to fight 
unceasingly against barbaric practices 


like female genital mutilation rather than 
passing them off as aspects of a soci- 
ety's “tradition” that should not be med- 
dled with. In reality, “tradition” is a con- 
cept used by the powerful members in a 
society to keep others down and try to 
make them accept practices that 
oppress them, as “Moolade” shows. 
Perhaps most importantly though, the 
film insists on the possibility for positive 
change through the actions of the 
oppressed, no doubt a reflection of the 
director Osman Sembene's strong com- 
mitment to Marxism. Against all the 
odds, despite huge pressure and threats 
that their daughters will never be mar- 
ried if uncircumcised, a few women 
stand firm and eventually win. 


Moolade is shown in selected cinemas 
across the country. Check your local list- 
ings for showings near you. 








by Dejan in Leicester 

By the time this article reaches your 
hands news of London’s successful bid to 
host the 2012 Olympics will be well know 
to you and you will most probably have 
clear feelings about this. Some of you may 
even be pleased with the chance to see 
such a prestigious event in your own 
proverbial back garden; | however, don’t 
share this excitement. 


It will, no doubt, cost the British govern- 
ment a LOT of money to erect the stadi- 
ums, equip security forces, and improve 
the London transport system so it can 
cope with the huge increase in numbers 
traveling within and to the city. We can only 
assume that this money will be taken out 
of the taxes that some of our generation 
will be paying, taxes that could be better 
Spent on providing the decent health, 
housing and education that we all know 
are so desperately needed. And this is 
not just a sacrifice we’ll have to make for a 
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few months or a year either: the huge 
expense will almost definitely leave the 
government in debt for a long time. The 
Sydney Olympics in 2000 were one of the 
most financially successful ever held - but 
they cost the Australian government so 
much that they are still paying money 
back, and expect to be for the next 20 to 
30 years! 


Young people and the working class real- 
ly have nothing to gain from this event, 
especially seeing as we are unlikely to be 
able to afford actually going to see any of 
the games! But for those living close to 
where the games are being held the nega- 
tive impact will be much more severe: 
house prices and rents will massively 
increase in working class areas of East 
London as the property becomes more 
‘desirable’. In fact, when the Olympics 
was held in Athens this year, unattractive 
‘slum’ dwellings were destroyed leaving 


800-1000 people homeless; we can only 
hope the same will not happen to any East 
End housing that does not fit the image of 
London our government wants to project to 
the rest of the world. 


Of course the government and media are 
telling us that the Olympics is a great 
opportunity to ‘regenerate’ the East End, 
cleaning it up and developing new 
resources. But if such changes are need- 
ed anyway, then why did we have to wait 
for a successful Olympic bid for it to be 
carried out? To top it off, the real rewards 
for this ‘regeneration’ will go to the big 
businesses that get the contracts to do it 
— and we can say the same about all the 
developments that will go into the Olympic 
games. 


But while the capitalists line their pock- 
ets with profits from this increased busi- 
ness, they will try to tell us that the games 
are a great thing for ‘the British people’ as 
a whole and that we should be proud of 
‘our’ country and its successes. This is 
nonsense: a few capitalists are going to 
benefit from these games while the majori- 
ty have to continue working for low wages, 
getting into crippling student debts or with- 
out a job at all. Socialists shouldn't be 
taken in by the nationalist fervour that the 
government and media will try to encour- 
age. As usual, the real winners of the 
Olympics won’t be the athletes or working 
class communities they'll be the rich. The 
Olympics just a hop, skip and a jump into 
further programmes of privatization, high 
rents and taxes. 


Heathrow fat cats 





The latest dispute at Heathrow 
- where over 670 mostly Asian 
workers have been locked out 
by Gate Gourmet, a private firm 
that provides meals on British 
Airways flights - shows clearly 
the direct effects of privatisation 
and the anti-trade union laws on 
workers rights. A few of us from 
Revo London went down to the 
picket line on ‘the mound’ to 
show our support, find out 
what’s going on and see what 
we could do to help. 

Over 80 workers were out on 
the picket line and we were able 
to talk to a number of them 
about the lockout. Herinder 
Atwal, senior shop steward, took 
some time out to give us an 
interview explaining what hap- 
pened. “First thing Is, it is not a 
strike — it is a lock out. The man- 
agement Is trying to say that this 
is an illegal strike — so they then 
have the legal right to sack us - 
but they locked us out. On 


August 10! we were trying to 
hold a meeting in the canteen to 
find out from the union reps 
what was happening about the 
redundancies that were being 
threatened; we had no intention 
of taking action. Then manage- 
ment came and locked us in the 
cafeteria for five hours — they 
wouldn't let us go to the toilet or 
anything. Then the police came 
with the private security and 
oushed us out — dragging some 
workers. Some were very 
scared,” she said. Those are the 
bullyboy tactics of management 
backed by the long arm of the 
state. 

Herinder told us that the rea- 
son they were trying to hold the 
meeting was that for months 
Gate Gourmet had been threat- 
ening redundancies. The com- 
pany claimed that it was over- 
staffed by 675 workers (out of 
2500 workers on the three sites) 
because it had lost a contract to 
Virgin and also had taken on 
extra seasonal staff. But the 
company was. still employing 


over 130 casual staff from an 
agency while threatening to sack 
permanent staff. In a leaked 
memo, the managing director of 
Gate Gourmet Eric Born laid out 
an elaborate plan to sack the 
oermanent workers and replace 
them with temporary staff with 
no rights so that the manage- 
ment can fire them without just 
Cause. 

Many of the workers we spoke 
to had been working for the 
catering company when It was 
still a part of BA. BA used to be 
a nationalised company until 
1986 when Thatcher privatised 
it. BAA plc then outsourced its 
catering to Gate Gourmet in 
order to encourage cut-throat 
competition and to drive down 
wages and conditions. And pri- 
vatisation is not specific to the 
catering industry — it has affect- 
ed almost all the tens of thou- 
sands of workers at Heathrow, 
such as the baggage handlers 
that were in dispute earlier this 
year over private company 
Aviance’s imposition of new (i.e. 
worse) contracts for new staff. 

It was these same baggage 
handlers that walked out in soli- 
darity with the locked out work- 
ers — along with the airport bus 
drivers and cargo workers — that 
brought Heathrow to a grinding 
halt. That definitely got BAA’s 
attention as It watched millions 
of pounds slio away hour by 
hour. This is the type of action 





that is needed to win the dispute 
and stop the erosion of workers 
rights, not just for the Gate 
Gourmet workers but for all the 
workers at Heathrow. But the 
TGWU, which represents most 
of the workers, was quick to call 
the workers back to work. Why? 
Because of the anti-trade union 
laws brought in by Thatcher 
makes it illegal for workers to 
take solidarity action in Support 
of other workers. And through- 
out eight years of being in 
power, the Labour Party has 
consistently refused to rescind 
those laws. 

So instead of striking one blow 
that would win the dispute and 
break the anti-trade union legis- 
lation, the TGWU_ bureaucrats 
backed down from the fight, 
afraid of raising the stakes. 
Some workers still have faith in 
the union negotiations. But oth- 
ers see that the company, which 
is still delivering the food with the 
help of scab labour, is refusing to 
negotiate. The company has 
said it will only take some work- 
ers back and wants to be able to 
pick and choose. The locked out 
workers are standing strong and 
refusing to be divided. Their pri- 
mary demand is that everybody 
- all 670 - get their jobs back and 
no one Is victimised for organis- 
ING. 

There is a small window of 
opportunity for the workers to 
win their dispute because as 


lock out workers 


by Joy in London 


Gate Gourmet continues to 
function and make money, the 
chance of making It accept the 
workers’ demands slips away. 
What is needed to win the 
strike? a) to organise road block- 
ades and make it impossible for 
the lorries to deliver the food; b) 
to increase the pressure and call 
other workers out in solidarity 
strikes; and c) to shut down 
Heathrow. This would hit all the 
companies where they hurt most 
— in their profits. 

One worker, who has worked 
in the same job for over 10 
years, said to me, “Don’t com- 
panies Know that if they treat 
their workers with decency and 
respect that they get more from 
them? Don’t they realise every- 
thing runs smoother when they 
give us proper wages and condi- 
tions?” She told me she was the 
main breadwinner in the home 
because her husband suffered a 
number of heart attacks and 
can’t work - she can’t afford to 
lose her job or have it replaced 
by a temporary, insecure con- 
tract. 

But | take it a step further. 
Think of how productive the 
company would be if it was 
organised and run by the work- 
ers themselves. They have 
decades of experience and 
know better than anyone how to 
run an efficient, high quality and 
safe catering company, and they 
know how much they should be 
paid for doing it. Nationalise 
under workers control! 


WHAT YOU CAN DO TO 
HELP 

If you want to help the locked 
out workers, do a collection at 
your school, uni or workplace for 
funds so that they can continue 
their struggle. Send donations 
and message of support to Mr E 
McDermott, TGWU, 218 Green 
Lanes, London N4 2HB. Make 
cheques payable to TGWU 
marked Gate Gourmet on the 
back. 


REVOLUTION 5 


War, famine, terrorism... 





What the hell is going on? 


6th July - ce covernments 


meet under siege from protesters. They 
promise a ‘new deal’ for the world’s 
poor. 


Tth J uly — Suicide bombers 


in London leave 52 people dead in three 
attacks on London public transport. 


Sth July - British police 


pour onto the streets of London and 
cities across country often heavily 
armed. 


20th Sully - tre wor 


begins to wake up to a catastrophic 
famine in Niger. Aid workers say 12 mil- 
lion need food aid and warn that 
150,000 children could die. 


21th July. cxcctiy v0 


weeks after the first attacks four more 
suicide bombers attempt bombings in 
London. None of the bomb go off. 


22th July ~ British security 


services gun down Jean Charles de 
Menezes at Stockwell Station, London. 
It is quickly becomes clear he is an 
innocent. 


Ist-18th August - 


Over 50 US soldiers and hundreds of 
lraqi’s are killed as clashes continue 
between the hated occupation authori- 
ties and the resistance fighters. 


5th August ~ British gov- 


ernments announce plans to give state 
draconian powers to fight terrorism 


7th August - to sorae 


reports from Niger in the Observer and 
says there is ‘plenty of food, but the 
poor are starving’ as they can’t afford to 
buy it. 


22nd August -oisa 


parties in the Iraqi government fail to 
meet the deadline the US imposed 
deadline for agreeing a new 
constitution. 
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On 6th July we were promised the G8 were mak- 
ing poverty history at their summit in Scotland. They 
promised debt relief and more aid for the world’s 
poorest countries. The 
Department for 
International Development 
even produced a pamphlet 
called ‘A rough guide to a 
better world’ celebrating 
their achievements as being 
the beginning of the end for 
poverty. Things were looking 
up — or were they? 


On the 7th July Islamic fun- 
damentalists launched a series 
of co-ordinated terrorist attacks 
on London’s public transport. 
July and August have seen 
bloody clashes between resist- 
ance fighters and the US occupa- 
tion throwing efforts by the pro 
US government to draft a constitu- 
tion into crisis and farce. 


And, just two weeks after we “=. 
were promised a ‘new deal for the 
world’s poor’ the famine in Niger 
burst on to our screens with aid workers saying lit- 
erally millions were at risk. 


After the 7th July the British Police launched a 
huge operation that saw police flood across the 
Capital often heavily armed. Two weeks later further 
attacks were attempted but the bombs failed to go 
off. 


An innocent Brazilian man was shot dead by the 
shadowy armed wing of the Met Police — S019 on 
22nd July. 


There was an increasing racist backlash against 
Muslims — there were 269 religious hate crimes in 
the three weeks after July 7th compared with 40 in 
the same period of 2004. Many workers in London 
chose to avoid public transport. 


Famine and war abroad coupled with terrorism, 
racist attacks and state persecution at home has 
created something approaching an atmosphere of 
crisis with many workers and young people asking 
what the hell is going on? 


What is imperialism? 

The brutal occupation of Iraq has claimed over 
100,000 lives and left a country ravaged by war and 
conflict. It is an example of the times in which we 
live - where rich and powerful nations protect their 
control of human and natural resources through the 
threat and use of military force. 


Socialists call this system imperialism. Explaining 
what we mean by this is crucial to understanding 
the wars, famine and terrorism of the last two 
months. 


100 years ago countries like Britain, France and 
Germany had huge colonial Empires. Britain’s was 
the largest; it covered a quarter of the globe, led to 
it dominating international trade. 














After the Second World War as a result of grow- 
ing resistance movements that opposed the colonial 
domination of these coun- 
tries these Empires were 
disbanded. However, this 
did not mark the end of 
imperialism because it was 
not merely a system of 
political control. It also 
™ meant economic exploita- 
tion. 


At the beginning of the 
20th century Russian 
revolutionary Lenin 
argued that imperialism 
had three parts to it — 
monopolies, finance 

Capital and militarism. 

He said this marked a 

new and _ highest 

stage of the profit 
system — capitalism. 
= Ss What Lenin meant 
— by monopolies is the 
creation of huge companies through merg- 
ers, takeovers and driving competitors out of busi- 
ness. Today we have multi-nationals that are bigger, 
wealthier and more powerful than ever before. 51of 
the 100 biggest economic units are now corpora- 
tions rather than countries. 


Powerful bosses at companies like Nike, 
Microsoft, Coca Cola, BP, have pocketed huge prof- 
its and have a lot of influence over government pol- 
icy. The term ‘multi-national’ is slightly deceptive as 
the companies are tied to imperialist powers — eg 
Coca Cola is an American company. 


Banks that deal in stocks, shares, bonds, curren- 
cy speculation, loans, etc are central aspect of the 
imperialist system and what Lenin called finance 
capital. When third world countries were made 
independent they realised they needed capital to 
run their economies. Rather than offering them aid 
the banks in the imperialist countries offered them 
loans. 


This was the origin of the third world debt that 
leads to a redistribution of wealth from the poorest 
nations to the richest through the servicing of inter- 
est on loans. It also economically tied poor countries 
to the interests of rich nations continuing the sys- 
tem of imperialism. 


The imperialist powers spend huge amounts of 
money on maintaining a military capable of defend- 
ing their interests abroad. The threat of force is used 
to coerce poor countries into supporting imperialist 
powers, when they don’t, as in lraq, force is used 
with horrific consequences for the nation’s people. 


The drive to competition between capitalists 
leads to competition between competing imperialist 
powers. In the last century this led to two devastat- 
ing world wars that left millions dead. 


Third world countries lack of finance capital, 
monopolies and militarism makes them dependent 
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on the imperialist nations that have them leading to 
a semi-colonial status. 
21st century Imperialism 

The USA is by far the 
world’s biggest imperialist 
power. Its corporations and . 
banks dominate the world \ ©" 
economy. The military \gy 2 
budget of the US is now over 
$400 billion, nearly as much = | 
as the rest of the world’s mil- © 
itary budgets put together. It 
has troops stationed in over 
100 countries across the 
globe. 

Over the last twenty years 
the USA has been the driving 
force for a pro-big business 
agenda that has seen increasing 
integration of the global econo- 
my, increases in the role of the 
big finance banks, the decreasing 
role of the state in the economy 
and welfare provision and shifts in 
production to the semi-colonial 
world. 

This process is called Globalisation and was 
given a massive boost when the bureaucratically 
planned economies in the USSR collapsed and their 
markets were opened up to the imperialists for the 
first time in over a half a century. 

The drive towards ‘free trade’ means that Multi- 
nationals can move their operations very quickly 
between semi-colonial countries. This creates a 
‘race to the bottom’ for to find a workforce willing to 
work for lower wages. In the clothing industry com- 
panies like Nike and GAP now employed very low 
paid workers in sweatshop conditions in the Far 
East to cut costs. 

Twenty years ago 90% of trade was goods and 
commodities and 10% finance capital. 

Today the oppo- 

site is the aa 
case. The | 
result of this is | 
that the econo- | 
my becomes 

more unstable. 

We’ve seen 
this in the eco- 
nomic crisis of 
the so-called 
“Tiger Economies” 
of South East Asia 
in 1997 and the 
economic problems 
faced by countries 
like Argentina, Brazil 
and Turkey. Overnight billions are pulled out of mar- 
kets and millions of workers thrown on the scrap 
heap by speculators in western countries. 

This economy is regulated by international finan- 
Cial institutions like the International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank. They constantly negotiate the 
‘restructuring’ of the debts owed by the semi-colo- 
nial countries that attach more conditions and high- 
er interest rates to them. 

The semi-colonies are forced to slash spending 
on welfare, privatise public services and nation- 
alised industries and restructure the tax system to 

















the benefit of the rich. These reforms are often 
referred to as neo-liberalism because they repre- 
sent a return to the ‘liberal’ 
ideas of free market capital- 
ism that were popular in the 
19th century. Coupled with 
the huge interest rates they 
service on their debts 
drives the economy further 
into poverty. In Niger there 
is plenty food but the poor 
are starving because they 
cannot afford to buy it 
since the IMF imposed 
VAT on all food stuffs. 


In the imperialist 
countries too workers 
find themselves facing 


similar neo-liberal 
measures. 
September 11th 


2001 Al- Queda ter- 
rorists high jacked 
two planes and flew 
them into the World Trade Centre. 
This reactionary terrorist atrocity left 3,000 people 
dead and gave the United States the pre-text for 
launching a global armed offensive that it called the 
‘war on terror’. This was based on the ‘Bush doc- 
trine’ that argued the pre-emptive use of force was 
now necessary to defend American interests. 


The neo-liberal policy of globalisation was now to 
be backed up by military aggression. 


First, in Afghanistan and then Iraq the USA 
launched bombings and land invasions that left 
thousands of innocent people dead. Bush identified 
a series of ‘rogue states’ that had to adopt pro- 
American and pro-Market political and economic 
policies or they would face military action. 


The origins of the terrorist 

attacks on 
September 11th 
il and __— recently 
a Y f London can be 
»* found in the 
role that 
British and 
American 
imperialism 
have played 
in the Middle 

East. 


In 1992 
', they inter- 
vened mili- 
tarily to 
drive Saddam Hussein’s lragi 
forces out of Kuwait. From this point onwards they 
stationed troops across Saudi Arabia including at 
the holy site of Mecca angering many Muslims. 
Crucially, they gave massive amounts of military 
and other aid to Israel to support its oppression of 
the Palestinian people. Islamic extremists have 
been able to grow because of the strong anti-impe- 
rialist feeling amongst Muslims across the world at 
these actions. 


End imperialism - Fight for 
socialism 


Famine, war, terrorism, state persecution, pover- 
ty, exploitation are all fundamental traits of politics 





in the era of imperialism. 


Socialists have a duty to support all struggles 
against imperialism. That’s why in lraq and 
Palestinian REVOLUTION fights for the victory of the 
struggle against the occupation. We also combine 
this with the fight for a socialist world. 


In Britain we must build a mass movement 
against state racism, against the fascist BNP, 
against the attacks on our civil liberties and link 
these issues to the imperialist role our government 
played in the Iraq conflict. 


Internationally workers and social movements 
are increasingly coming together to fight the com- 
mon attacks that neo-liberal globalisation has 
brought. World and European Social Forums have 
brought together thousands of activists discussing a 
strategy for victory. The ESF in Florence made the 
call for the demonstrations that brought together 
millions in opposition to the lraq war. 


To be successful in Britain and across the globe 
the workers and social movements must develop a 
socialist strategy. A strategy that seeks to turn the 
struggles of the working class and oppressed 
towards the tack of fighting for the overthrow of the 
capitalist profit system, the establishment of working 
class control of society and the development of a 
planned economy based on human need not private 
greed. That’s why REVOLUTION is fighting for the 
social and workers movements to form an interna- 
tional political party dedicated to these tasks. 


Fight back! 
Activist Diary 


Shut down DSEI Arms Fair! 
Various events and protests 
DY eye: <<Felale (sem me)alelela 

13th to the 17th September 


Stop the war - Defend Muslims 


- Defend civil liberties 
DY=\aale)arsiigstielammexsjaiigsl 
Me) arere)a 

24th September 


Sukula Family here to stay! 
DY=Yaate)arsiieshice)amm 1e)ice)ammeleic 
S}(o (sm eelaleialstolis) 

sm @Jeire)e\=1¢ 


Dump the debt! 

Protest at EU Development 
Ministers Meeting, Queens 
Hotel, Leeds 

24th and 25th October 


European Social Forum 
Easter 2006, Athens 
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Muslim youth persecuted for chanting 
anti-war slogans 
"Peace and unity in our community" 
(just don't mention the 
war or racism) 


Revolution members from Leeds, Manchester 
and West Yorkshire attended a Unite Against 
Fascism (UAF) conference in Beeston on Saturday 
23rd July. It was called to discuss strategy and share 
ideas on building an anti-fascist 

campaign. 

The meeting was attended by { 
around 120 people from all over ‘@) 
the Yorkshire and Lancashire 
region. Every speaker from the floor emphasised 
"unity, unity and above all else unity". Very few 
black and Asian people attended, although many 
of the speakers on the panel were from various 
ethnic minority backgrounds. 

The meeting was followed by a demon- 
stration marching through Beeston, the 
small town where several of the suicide 
bombers lived that attacked London on 7th July. It 
became clear on the demo what “unity” meant for 
the organisers. The demo was led by Imams 
(priests) from the local mosques and “community 
leaders” (men dressed in suits from the local busi- 
ness community). They demanded that no one men- 
tion of the war, racism or fascism! 

When REVO members raised slogans against the 
BNP, the war in Iraq and racism, the community 
leaders tried to take the megaphone from us and 
they shouted at any Asian youth that joined in say- 
ing: “I know your parents, I can get you in trouble.” 
We encouraged them to keep chanting, and to chant 
about the war and anti-Blair and Bush slogans. SWP 
members started verbally attacking us saying that 
this was a ‘non political march' because it was ‘about 
peace’. 

On the demo various police officers started to 
threaten REVO members and young Asians who 
chanted ‘political chants'. So we were faced with the 
unholy trinity of the community leaders, the police 
and the SWP all ganging up on us. Needless to say 
we were not intimidated into toning down our mes- 
sage just to please conservative community leaders. 
Our political chants were taken up by most of the 
people around us. When Asian youth started chanti- 
ng anti-war chants, it forced some of the SWP to do 
so as well. So much for a non-political demo! What 
a bunch of spineless opportunists the SWP are. 

One trade unionist said on the demo that he was 
disgusted at how anti-youth the community leaders 
were, especially to young female Muslims and Sikhs 
who were chanting. What a shock that after a 4 hour 
conference on anti fascism - the so called anti fas- 
cists were trying to stop us from chanting anything 
to do with the BNP! If the demo was about peace 
and unity in our community, the question that had 
to be asked was ‘peace with who?’ 'Unity against 
what?’ 

Rather than seeking to challenge the conservative 
hold of the Imams and business leaders over the 
community, the SWP actually helped them domi- 
nate the demonstration by trying to keep politics off 
the demo. By being revolutionaries we enabled our 
Asian brothers and sisters to say what they really 
want - an end to the war in Iraq and an end to 
racism. Not “peace” with the fascist BNP or the 

racist British state. 
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F police state in yorkshire The three years between the begin- 


I ning of ‘The War on Terror’ and the bombings in London on July 7th diet 
seen the government, the media and the fascist 
parties spewing out hatred against the Muslim jf 
community day after day. [ 
In West Yorkshire, where the London bombers 
came from, the Muslim community has faced 
not only the racist lies of the tabloids and they 
repressive policy of the government, but also 
an intense campaign of islamophobia and 
race hate from the British National Party. ji 
At the same time as the offensive from the far-right, we have seen police 
flood on to the streets of Leeds in a wave of state repression. In Burley, 
where one of the “bomb making factories” was discovered, police units 
can be seen parked on grass verges and in car 
parks almost every half-mile. | 
In the Leeds city police station, police in full Kevlar 
armour can be seen brandishing sub-machine 
guns and in Beeston the regular police patrols are 
now joined by armed Met officers, proudly 
displaying pistols on their belts. 
The police presence does not merely manifest itself in heavily 
armed patrols, but also through the direct harassment and 
f intimidation. Since the bombing the police have systematically Nei 
Beeston's Asian community focusing particularly on young people, using 
] heavy handed and illegal tactics to try and obtain non-existent information jf 
i about family connections to the bombers. [ 
We must reject the idea being imposed by the state that these communities 
have some sort of ‘enemy within’ to fear, and argue for them to unite and fj 
l defend themselves when the enemy from without - the fascists and nen 


police - attack their communities. 
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| Disarm the Police 








racism 


| 
I The murder of Jean Charles de Menezes, a Brazilian electrician, by the police on | 
! uly 22 at Stockwell tube station is not just a blip or a one off mistake. Not only | 
| did the police mistake him for a suicide bomber but it now turns out that they | 
| tried to cover up their mistake by lying to the official investigation. They even | 
I tried to prevent the Independent Police Complaints Commission from investigating | 
I the killing. | 
| | 
I Since 1993, 22 people have been killed by police “marksmen”. Twelve of these | 
[killings have since been declared unlawful. Not one police officer has been held to | 
|account for their actions. | 
| | 
| The family of Jean Charles de Menezes are calling for a full investigation into 
j this unlawful killing. They correctly want the murders of their son to be brought | 
jto justice. But they won't be. At best maybe the head of police will resign. So 
jwhat - they'll just replace him with another copper. He'll still have a great pen- | 
j Sion and get some other high paying job. 
You just have to look at the inquest into the murder of Harry Stanley. He was 3 
- shot dead by two police officers as he walked home from a London pub carryinga - 
- table leg in 1999. It took four years to reach a verdict of an unlawful killing. But | 
- the two coppers in question only got suspended. And when that happened other | 
poles officers threatened to strike! 3 

| 

| 


|! How many more innocent people will armed police be allowed to kill? Many people 
lare calling for an end to the police 
I ‘shoot to kill’ policy that lead to 
Ithe murder of Jean Charles de 

| Menezes. Revolution agrees that 
|we should demand the end of this 
|policy. But that is not enough. a 
| We demand that the police should 3 
j be disarmed completely. That is co pei ol 

| the only way to prevent the police Pik 
jkilling more innocent people and = aw | See 
| terrorising defenceless communi- =~ 
i Ties. 






FS lie | 


by Rachel in North London 


When media commentators ask what 
leads suicide bombers to employ such a 
drastic tactic, they usually mean the ques- 
tion as a rhetorical expression of amaze- 
ment at their extremism. It an important 
question to answer though - not because 
we agree with what they've decided and 
want to justify it, but because we don't. 


Any activist fighting for a cause employs a 
range of tactics, from producing leaflets 
and papers that explain their ideas, to 
using direct action like the G8 protests in 
Scotland, or striking like at Heathrow. 

The tactics we employ are based on our 
aims and our theoretical understanding of 
how to achieve those aims. 


Revolution does not condone the use of 
terrorist tactics, but in the current political 
climate it is important to say why we 
don't. In the case of the recent bombings 
in London and in any situation where peo- 
ple are randomly killed and injured as a 
way of pressurising or getting revenge on 
“their” government, we can give ethical 
reasons for condemning terrorist tactics. 
But as we have decided that we can't 
introduce a better social and economic 
system without a revolution, we clearly 
can't be opposing terrorist tactics from a 
pacifist point of view. 


Terrorist tactics don't fit with either our 
aims or our understanding of how to 
achieve those aims. Our politics are 
based on the productive role of the work- 
ing class and the power to transform soci- 
ety that it has as a result. When a group 
of workers organise a strike together, they 
have used the power of their productive 
role in society to make an impact on 
their target. Equally, 6 a7 
when 
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groups get together to build for demon- 
strations or to organise meetings, they 
are building and using social structures. 
These structures can be maintained and 
strengthened to form the basis for future 
constructive action, and, one day, for run- 
ning the new society that we hope to cre- 
ate. 


Terrorist tactics, by necessity, involve 
small numbers of people and complete 
secrecy. Although the impact they have is 
very dramatic and makes for gripping 
news stories, what do they leave in their 
wake? We saw in the US that you can 
destroy the World Trade Centre without 
having a lasting impact on world trade. 
We can see now in Britain that terrorism 
creates a climate of fear and confusion 
amongst people who believe that their 
lives are at risk from future attacks, and 
an opportunity for the government to 
manipulate this fear to justify attacks on 
civil liberties and to excuse their own ter- 
ror tactics, like the assassination of Jean 
Charles de Menezes. We can also see 
the impact of the attacks in the increase 
in racist violence in Britain, and of racism 
in the media. 


And what message do high profile acts of 
terrorism send out to people who are 
looking for a way to express their own dis- 
satisfaction and anger with, for instance, 
the injustices of the war? In an article on 
terrorist tactics written in 1909 Trotsky, 
one of the leaders of the Russian revolu- 
tion, Suggested that they actively hold up 
the struggle because they “belittle the role 
of the masses in their own conscious- 





WHY TERRORISM IS SELF DEFEATING: 


and liberator... the greater their impact, 
the more they reduce the interest of the 
masses in self-organisation and self-edu- 
cation”. Large scale acts of terrorism may 
make the state look less invulnerable, but 
a personal experience of successful col- 
lective action is more likely to break peo- 
ple's illusions about where social power 
lies and draw them into long-term struggle 
than a media-filtered grand spectacle. 


In the same article, Trotsky points out that 
most attacks of this kind are motivated by 
a desire for revenge, which in the context 
of the world situation is perhaps more 
understandable than an attitude of 
“vacant indifference”. Our role as revolu- 
tionaries with a clear idea of how to pro- 
ceed to strike at the heart of the system is 
not to offer moral condemnation but to 
win the arguments for our aims for a bet- 
ter world - and for our tactics for getting 
there. 

THE WORLD’S BIGGEST TERRORIST 
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food in 


by Simon in Leeds 


What a total disaster. | am referring to 
both the famine in Niger and the G8. One 
week they are meant to have brought in all 
these policies and promises to cancel this 
and spend more money on that — and a 
week later a terrible famine hits Niger, the 
second poorest country in the world. 
Around 3.6 million people are at risk in 
country that is already crushed under the 
boot of international exploitation and capi- 
talist misery. But the UN warned about 
this famine last autumn when the locusts 
struck and the rain did not fall. So the 
international ‘community’ has known about 
it since then and done what? Exactly noth- 
ing. 

“The people have roared but the G8 has 
whispered” said Kumi Naidoo, the chair of 
Make Poverty History (MPH), REVO predict- 
ed that the G8s response would be muted, 
if anything came out of it at all, you know 
what? We were right! The communiques 
of the G8 leaders, heralded as a break- 
through by idiots like Bono and Geldoff, 
are no worth the paper they were writ- 
ten on. The MPH coali- 
tion has 







had severe dis- 
agreements over the way for- 
ward now, the World Development 
Movement said the G8 promises were “an 
insult to the hundreds of thousands who 
listened in good faith to the world leaders’ 
claim that they were willing to seriously 
address poverty in Africa.” The Catholic Aid 
charity CAFOD (Hardly a bastion of revolu- 
tionary criticism of the powers-that-be!) 
went further “For the G8 leaders the cost 
of making poverty history was too high.” 
Geldoff proclaimed the promises made 
by the G8 were great, that millions of peo- 
ple will be lifted out of poverty pretty much 
straight away. Really? The actual debt 
relief promised by the G8 was already 
agreed years ago under the HIPC initiative 
(countries which had sufficiently privatised 
and opened up their markets to foreign 
investment). Niger in fact qualified for 
relief under the initiative back in 2000; 
great to see that five years later it has 
made so much difference. MPH has been 
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Famine in Niger, 
the marketplace 


































to be a sham, a fail- 
ure of a project, the same way that 
Jubilee 2000 failed five years ago. Why 
do these initatives fail? Because they 
lobby the big bosses without seeking to 
change the fundamental power relations in 
society. They ask for scraps when much 
more is needed, not just aid or charity, but 
a drastic redistribution of wealth from the 
rich to the poor. Of course this is too left 
wing, too radical for the charities and their 
faded rock star spokesmen. They do not 
want to upset the G8 leaders by demand- 
ing to much of them. Even the paltry 
demands that were met by the G8 leaders 
means that by 2010 a child will die every 
3.5 seconds rather than every 3 seconds. 
What a disgrace! 

“There is no famine in Niger” Said 
Mamadou Tanja the President of the coun- 
try. “The people who are saying there is a 
famine either have a political interest or an 
economic interest in saying there is a 
famine.” Of course we know that he has a 
political and an economic interest in pre- 
tending there is no famine. Indeed, there 
is food in Niger, on sale in markets. 


proven 








However, thanks to the austerity measures 
imposed by the IMF, it’s too expensive for 
the majority of people to buy. Who wants 
to be the president in a time of crisis, bet- 
ter just to pretend it is all lies an everyone 
is fine and living the good life. The people 
of Niger do not need leaders like him, they 
should get rid of him, abolish his govern- 
ment and create a new power for them- 
selves. That is the best way of preventing 
starvation, by planning the economy, kick- 
ing out the multinationals and getting rid 
of capitalism. 

But the famine in Niger is not the only 
problem; neighbouring Mali is also in the 
grip of a famine. If you look at the UN’s 
“least livable” countries (which measures 
quality of life, rather than just the econom- 


ics) Niger comes in 29 place 
(behind Sierra 


Leone) and Mali 4th 

place. We are all used to ‘poor 
Africa’ the ‘lost continent’ as it is known — 
so much so that many of us have probably 
become numbed to the images of famine, 
war, brutality and horror that comes from 
the region. But it does not have to be this 
way. Capitalism has developed a system 
that for the first time in history can feed 
clothe and educate everyone on the plan- 
et. Starvation is no longer caused by 
scarcity but by priority - the world produces 
enough grain to feed itself many times 
over every year, yet it rots in massive Grain 
Mountains or is dumped in the sea. Why? 
Because it would cost too much to give it 
away to Africa, to distribute it, it would 
drive the cost of Grain so low that no one 
could make a profit from it. Capitalism 
kills 30,000 children a day because its pri- 
ority is profit. Socialists aim to remove 
the profit motive from society by removing 
those that benefit from it, the capitalist 
class! 


NIGER FACTS 
6" in the world for infant mortality 


Life expectancy — 43 years (24th worst) 
1 in 4 men can read and write, only 1 in 
10 women 


PALESTINE: 


GAZA, THE WORLDS 
BIGGEST OPEN AIR PRISON 


by Dan, Tim & Natalie 


Many people greeted the Israeli pullout of settle- 
ments from Gaza as a great step forward. Israel was 
finally seeing the light and correcting the error of its 
ways. Of course, this is nonsense. The Israeli state 
has never had the interests of the Palestinian people 
at heart - in fact its very existence depends on 
expelling them from their lands - and the 
Palestinians will continue to be impoverished and 
oppressed long beyond this ‘milestone in Israeli pol- 
icy’. 

The media portrays the withdrawal as Israel taking 
the lead where Palestine has failed in the peace 
process, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
The sacrifices Israel is making are tiny in comparison 
with their continued stranglehold over Palestine. 
Should we feel sympathetic for the ‘poor’ settlers 
being forced to leave their homes? Hardly, when they 
are being re-housed and receiving compensation 
payments - and when their settlements were built on 
land stolen from the Palestinians in the first place! 


Also, the withdrawal is giving Israel more control 
over borders around Gaza. Part of the ‘deal’ is for the 
Israeli forces to bulldoze and destroy existing infra- 
structure created by the settlers, leaving Palestinians 
without basic amenities such as sewerage, water and 
roads, much of which are already denied them by 
Israel. 


The apparent ‘freedom’ that is being granted to 
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by Chris in London 








In a rush to beat the introduction of University 
top-up fees of £3,000 in 2006, 499,311 people 
have applied for 390,000 university places this year. 
You don’t need an A in maths to work out that leaves 
over 100,000 people without a university place. 

‘Education, Education, Education’ proclaimed 
Tony Blair at the Labour Party conference in 1997. 
Riding the crest of the wave of hatred of the 
Conservatives, we were told that money would be 
pumped into the education system like never 
before. We were told to return to our constituencies 
and prepare for University. 

Just eight years later, and money is being 
pumped into the education system all right — but not 
from Her Majesty’s Government. Labour have bro- 
ken many promises over the years, like over the 
reasons for the invasion of lrag, and the massive 
programme of privatisation of our public services. 
But if Blair were Pinocchio, then his nose would 
grow over the trail of shattered promises over high- 








Palestinians in the Gaza strip is a sham: although the 
settlers have left, the apartheid wall is still going up. 
This, combined with the impoverishment meted out 
to Palestinians because of the nature of the territory 
granted to them (which often separates them from 
their land and farms), turns the Gaza strip into little 
more than the worlds biggest open air prison. The 
wholesale policy of imprisonment, torture and murder 
by the Israeli Defence Force (IDF) continues, while 
millions of Palestinians suffer in refugee camps. 


It is also important to realise that Gaza is by far 
the smaller area out of the two main Palestinian ter- 
ritories occupied by Israel since 1967, with only 
8,000 settlers; it represented a liability for Sharon 
and a massive strain on the Israel economy, and was 
just not worth the effort in terms of protection. On 
the other hand there are 230,000 settlers in the 
West Bank that the Israeli state has no plans to with- 
draw, showing it has no problem murdering and 
oppressing Palestinians just trying to exist. In fact 
the state is increasing the numbers living there and 
many of those expelled from Gaza will move straight 
into the West Bank. 


Life in the West Bank is deteriorating as well: con- 
struction of the apartheid wall is continuing to divide 
Palestinians from their fields, a deliberate ploy to 
Steal rich farmland. Citizens are still forced to queue 
for hours at checkpoints to get to hospitals and 





other basic services. 


Capitalist governments put heavy emphasis on 
Palestinians and Israelis being different and sharing 
no common interest. This is a lie: while Palestinians 
are brutalised and live in appalling conditions, Israeli 
working class people are oppressed as workers. 


Revolution believes that the interests of working 
Class Israelis and Palestinians have no borders, so 
the only possible solution to the conflicts is a single 
socialist Palestinian state for both Jews and Arabs, 
with no privileges for any religious or ethnic groups 
and democratic rights for all. The multiple compet- 
ing claims on these territories mean that peace can- 
not come out of a solution based on capitalist pri- 
vate property. Instead the new socialist Palestine 
would have to be a workers’ state based on the 
expropriation of land and key industries under the 
control of the both the Jewish and Arab working 
class as part of a United Socialist Federation in the 
Middle East and the world. 


fees - tax the 


er education. 

Despite what former Higher Education Minister 
Margaret Hodge claims, university life isn’t all about 
drinking beer and skiving off essays. 

From going to the free tuition and living grants 
that the current champions of capitalist competition 
in the Houses of Parliament enjoyed through their 
times at university, we now see students not only 
gaining their degrees but also graduating from the 
school of spiralling debt — the average debt for 
graduates is now £20,000 — that’s before they 
introduce the £3,000 a year top-up fees. 

But the government claims they want to encour- 
age more working class people to go to university. 
But under the madness of the free market, they say 
this will happen by... charging people even more. 
This is the logic of “top up fees” and it has done 
nothing to encourage students from poor back- 
grounds to go into higher education. And when they 
say “but those who are from poorer families go for 


ay for education 


free!” Maybe, but you have to be really poor to qual- 
ify for that — your family income has to be below 
£17,500 a year to go for free — that’s not a living 
wage, especially in London. 

Top up fees, or any kind of fees for any kind of 
education, makes it even harder for students from 
poor backgrounds to go on to further education. 

The argument that students should pay fees 
because they will earn more in the future is a red- 
herring. lf, and a big if, you do earn loads because 
of a degree you'll pay more in taxes anyway. 

But it’s the corporations who really benefit from 
higher education by having a higher skilled work- 
force. They just don’t want to pay to train that work- 
force. 

So we stay stuff top up fees — we should make 
the corporations, who make billions every year from 
the labour of working graduates, pay for the educa- 
tion of the masses. 

Scrap all fees - tax the rich to pay for education. 


REVOLUTION II 


Build the Sept 24 
Stop the War demo! 


For as long as British troops remain in 
lrag, for as long as the state tries to crim- 
inalize the Asian community and for as 
long as the attacks on our civil liberties 
continue we will need organize a resist- 
ance to Blair’s program of neo-liberalism. 
The Stop The War Coalition demonstra- 
tion on the 24th of September provides 
an opportunity to voice our opposition to 
Blair’s and Bush’s warmongering. 


Blair likes to say that we have all 
moved on from Iraq, that whether you 
supported the war or not we must all 
support the “reconstruction” and the 
“emerging democracy”. What rubbish! 
The occupation is stealing the wealth of 
the Iraqi people to line the pockets of 
boardroom members across the United 
States. The Iraqi people now have a 
lower standard of living that they ever did 
under Saddam. Meanwhile, the U.S. and 
U.K. forces use the same prisons to 
repress the population. 


The war on terror is now right on our 
doorstep. 


London is flooded with police, many of 
whom are armed. Trigger happy officers 
from SO19 murdered innocent man Jean 
Charles de Menezes and then attempted 
to cover it up. In Beeston, Leeds, Muslim 
areas are being heavily persecuted by 
the state and the number of racist 
attacks is on the rise. Even our basic 
democratic rights are being sacrificed 
under the guise of ‘anti terrorism’. 


We have to stand up and resist. Blair 
doesn’t want to link the Iraq war to the 
attacks because he knows the Iraq war 
came close to costing him his job. He 
knows many workers in Britain hate him 
for what he has done in Iraq. We have to 
make the link and organise to stop the 
racist backlash, defend our civil liberties 
and support the resistance movement to 
the brutal occupation. 


The demonstration on the 24th of 
September must be the beginnings of a 
militant fightback. 


It is not just an isolated demonstration 
but should be a stepping stone towards 
a movement that can really carry out the 
task it set itself — of stopping the war. To 
do this it is not good enough just to call 
for ‘troops out by Christmas’, the move- 
ment must recognise that US and UK 
imperialism are not progressive, it must 
call for the immediate withdrawal of 
troops and support those in Iraq who are 
trying to make the defeat of imperialism a 
reality: the lraqi resistance. 


If you want to defend civil liberties, 
want the troops out now and want the 
world system of imperialism defeated join 
us in London on September 24th! 


Assemble 1pm 
central London 


sweatshops °* discrimination » 
poverty * sexism * war ° politi- 


cians * racism * boredom ° police + big business = 
exploitation * oppression * Tony Blair * homophobia 
unfair laws ° third world debt * unemployment ° 
eco-destructi on « rightwing morality * tuition fees 
- crap jobs > CAPITALISM?? 


and get the antidote and find out 
what your local group is up to. 


Send to: REVO, BCMI 7750, London WCIN 3xX 
or join@WondRevolution.org.uk 07951 493 232 
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